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half recovered. He was a danger to other men's wives.
He was tolerated because he was a brilliant soldier; the
most valuable attribute of which a Prussian junker could
boast. Beautiful Princess Charles, the wife of the Red
Prince, who was permanently deaf after the blow her husband
had struck her after the birth of his third daughter, became
a close friend of the Princess. Like Vicky, she was a clever
artist. The numerous ladies-in-waiting at the Court appeared
to be disciplined like grenadiers, but behind the scenes things
were happening which would have scandalized old Queen
Elizabeth.

First in this stern Court came the plastdamen, wives of the
great junkers, who appeared only on ceremonial days. The
hofdamen, the ladies-in-waiting, always attended the Queen
and the Princesses. Elderly hofdamen were encyclopedias of
monstrous etiquette. Their underlings feared them as recruits
fear a brutal drill sergeant, and these martinets, if pious and
straightlaced, as they frequently were in old age, were
apt to be dubbed the ' Hallelujah Aunts.'

Vicky developed a cold soon after her arrival, and while
attending a Court soire*e she sneezed while standing near
Queen Elizabeth's chair. The Queen beckoned to her, after
looking at her hard. She hissed something into her ear in an
undertone. Everybody knew what the Queen had said.
She had told the Princess that in Prussia you do not sneeze
in the presence of the Sovereigns. The Princess did not take
the Queen very seriously, for she exclaimed quite loudly :
" But I have a bad cold, ma'am."

" That makes no difference," snapped the Queen, very
annoyed and no longer in quiet tones. " I'm sorry, ma'am.
I did not know. We don't have customs like that in our
Court at home," answered the Princess, a trifle pertly.

Many of the hearers Were scandalized.

It had already been said of the Princess that when she
came to the Prussian Court she was observed to ' freeze up '
at the approach of a reactionary. Three-quarters of the per-
sons at Court were passive reactionaries, It was the active
reactionaries, the men about whom she had heard so much